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H.R. 409
A bill to amend title 23, United States Code, to inspect highway tunnels

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
on August 2, 2007

H.R 409 would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to establish standards to
inspect the safety of tunnels on all roads nationwide and to implement training programs for
tunnel inspectors.  Based on information from DOT, CBO estimates that implementing the
bill would cost less than $1 million a year, subject to the availability of appropriations.
Enacting the legislation would not affect direct spending or revenues.

The bill contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act.  Any costs state, local, or tribal governments incur would result from
complying with conditions for receiving federal assistance. 

H.R. 409 would require DOT to establish standards that would be used to inspect the safety
of tunnels on all roads nationwide and to provide training programs for tunnel inspectors. 
While there is some uncertainty about the number of tunnels nationwide, DOT and other
experts estimate that there are more than 300 on the combination of the interstate system, the
national highway system, the public lands system, and the systems operated by state and
local governments.  This program would be similar to the current program in place to inspect
bridges, and state and local governments receiving federal highway funds would primarily
be responsible for inspecting such tunnels.
  
Based on information from DOT that it would need fewer than five additional employees to
operate such a program, CBO estimates that implementing the bill would cost less than
$1 million a year. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sarah Puro.  This estimate was approved by
Theresa A. Gullo, Chief, State and Local Government Cost Estimates Unit, Budget Analysis
Division. 


